KNOWLEDGE and interest in terminal care has developed greatly in the last decade. This book, edited by the Professor of General Practice at Sheffield University, is a collection of papers on various aspects of the care of patients with fatal illness. Some of the chapters discuss particular conditions, including not only malignant disease, but cardiac and renal failure and dementia. The control of pain and other symptoms is well discussed and there are chapters on psychological aspects of dying and on 'the therapeutic uses of truth.' The discussions are informed and to the point, and myths are exposed-particularly the surely by now well-known uselessness of the Bromptom cocktail and the 'wholly fallacious but heavily promoted' five stage model of the response of patients on learning that they have terminal disease. The last two chapters describe the St. Thomas IN the preface to-this book the author states that it has been written with general practitioners in mind. The aim has been to provide guidelines to the recognition and management of the more commonplace conditions and as such some aspects "have been dealt with in detail . . . while others are omitted on grounds of probable rare encounter." Unfortunately, the author has not adhered to his stated intention and as a result the book is very unbalanced in its content and often lacking in sound practical advice. For example brief descriptions are included of Fanconi's syndrome, nephrogenic diabetes insipidus and the Peutz-Jeghers syndrome (misspelt)-conditions which can hardly be described as commonplace. Nor does it seem necessary in this type of publication to include a summary of the surgical procedures to be undertaken in treating transposition of the great vessels with mention of Rashkind atrial septostomy, Mustard's procedure,
